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Partnerships Profile — Historic England 

Seventeenth century map providing valuable landscape 

use information of a case study site being researched 

by Tamsyn Fraser, WRoCAH CDA student working in 

partnership with Historic England 

Hello and Goodbye! 

As this newsletter goes to press we are in the middle of the recruitment cycle for our fourth cohort. Departments and Centres have 

put forward their best applicants and now members of the WRoCAH Peer Review College are blind marking, based on grade 

descriptors that focus on the quality of the student and their project, but which also take account of the fit of the candidate to the 

unit, and to WRoCAH. In a couple of weeks six subject cluster committees, drawn in equal numbers from across Leeds, Sheffield and 

York, will agree a score and ranking for each application, and then six ranked lists will become a single combined list at Studentships 

Committee, when scores are reviewed and moderated by the cluster chairs. The top 60 or so candidates will then be offered 

studentships. All this work goes into ensuring that the best candidates are offered WRoCAH funding, and that the competition is fair 

and transparent. The success of the system has ensured that the full range of the Arts and Humanities are represented in WRoCAH, 

and that we have nurtured some outstanding researchers.  

 

In May we will be holding the final WRoCAH Colloquium to celebrate the fact that our first cohort are entering the final stages of 

their PhD and we will be preparing to say goodbye. Meanwhile, plans are in place for a White Rose bid for the next phase of AHRC 

funding. The cycle continues, and WRoCAH is embedded within the PGR landscape, with the help and support of staff and students 

across our universities, for which many thanks. 

Julian Richards, Director 
 

Historic England’s research ensures that the nation’s heritage is protected effectively. We investigate where that heritage is poorly 

understood or most at risk; as well as researching the heritage of groups and communities under-represented in the traditional 

historical narrative.  We study the social and economic benefits of investment in heritage and support innovation to make heritage 

conservation smarter, faster and more cost-effective.  

 

We have published our Research Strategy as an overview of our approach to heritage research. It includes nine broad research 

themes that we see as key to the sector. Our Research Agenda (forthcoming) will include a more detailed set of research topics that 

we will resource with our own staff, or through partnerships and funding. More detail can be found on our website https://

historicengland.org.uk/research/agenda/ . 

 

Much of our research is delivered through a team of in-house experts, a number of whom are leaders in their field, or is directly 

commissioned from other research organisations. However we value partnerships with higher education as an important way to gain 

access to additional expertise. Supporting postgraduate research means we can contribute to the understanding and management of 

England’s heritage, address skills shortages in the heritage profession and give students the satisfaction and competitive edge of a 

research degree that has had demonstrable impact. 

 

A good way to do this is through hosting Researcher Employability Projects; however we also currently have Collaborative Doctoral 

Award students within the WRoCAH cohort. These CDAs demonstrate the diverse fields of research that we work in; with one 

combining zooarchaeology and spatial analysis to investigate changing husbandry and landscape enclosure; and the other, being more 

policy based, looking at the impacts of heritage Lists on the national management of heritage. 

 

For more information on research with Historic England please contact Phil Pollard, Postgraduate Research and Skills Officer 

(philip.Pollard@historicengland.org.uk ) 

https://historicengland.org.uk/research/agenda/
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/agenda/


From September to December last year I under took 

a research scholarship at the Yale Center for British 

Art organised through the AHRC IPS Scheme. My PhD 

focuses on the visual and material culture of the 19th 

century whaling industry, one aspect of which 

concerns British whaling marine paintings. For this, the 

YCBA has a particularly strong Marine Painting 

collection and my stay coincided with the center’s 

exhibition Spreading Canvas: Eighteenth-Century British 

Marine Painting. Throughout the duration of my time in 

New Haven I was given a dedicated work space and 

full access to the Yale University Library and 

collections at the Center. I was also able to audit a 

postgraduate module with the Yale Art History 

Department, which included a field trip to the Catskill 

mountains during Fall.  Further being at the Center 

offered a great change for networking, not only 

amongst fellow scholars and staff at the Center but 

also from the wider university community, and was 

able to present my work both at the Center, as well 

as at the Yale British Studies Colloquium. 

The placements in general also offer a good chance 

to travel and as the YCBA is located in New Haven, 

CT, I was able to make frequent trips to New York, 

to see exhibitions, as well as head along the east 

coast, to former whaling ports of Mystic, New 

London and New Bedford, and into the Berkshires 

to visit Arrowhead, the house of author Herman 

Melville, who penned Moby Dick. 

On reflection, the IPS scheme offers a good 

opportunity to visit world-class research facilities 

around the world, and has certainly aided in 

furthering my own project and fostering more 

international networks of contact. 

AHRC International Placement Scheme — Martha Cattell 

Yale Center for British Art 

Contributed by  

Martha Cattall,  

Department of History of Art,  

University of York 

 

Volume 7: Spring 2017 

2 



WRoCAH 2016 Cohort— a snapshot of research 
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At Colloquium One: What Now? in February 2017 the 2016 Cohort of WRoCAH students were asked to 

provide a poster detailing their research and where they are within their timeline.  Students were grouped into 

1. What has gone well in your research so far since you started in October? 

2. What has happened in relation to your research that you didn’t expect? 

3. What training have you undertaken to help you start out in your research?  

4. And how about you? How are you finding the experience of embarking on a PhD? 

5. What top tips (academic or personal) would you offer to others at this  point in their 

 research journey? 
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www.wrocah.ac.uk 

 

* Available to non-WRoCAH funded students 

Telephone: 01904 328132 email: office@wrocah.ac.uk 

@WRoCAH 

www.facebook.com/wrocah 

Finding and Using Moving 

Image and Sound Resources in 

Research* 

25/26 April 2017 

Univerity of York 

Getting Published in the 

Arts & Humanities* 

 

10th May 2017 

 

University of York 

WRoCAH Colloquium 3: 

What next? 

 

2014 WRoCAH Cohort training 

event 

 

24/25 May 2017 

WRoCAH funded Training Events 

Interiority, Character, Networks: A Huntington Library-University of 

York early career researcher’s symposium  

On 13 April 2017, WRoCAH students Fiona Milne, Harrie Neal, Hannah Jeans and Millie Schurch, will be participating 

in an interdisciplinary symposium afternoon, in collaboration with the Centre for Eighteenth Century Studies, 

University of York, and the Huntington Library, California. 

 

The theme of the event is “Interiority, character, networks” and, as well as exploring important interlocking concepts 

in eighteenth-century studies, the symposium aims to foster discussion about the experience and process of graduate 

and early-career research with archival resources such as those available at the Huntington Library. 

 

The first half of the afternoon will take the format of two panels of short papers exploring the key themes. In the 

second part of the afternoon, we are delighted to welcome Sara Austin, editor of Huntington Library Quarterly, who 

will share some comments on publishing for early-career scholars. Prof. Jon Mee, a visiting fellow at the Library from 

York, will then lead a workshop-style discussion, where we will explore how the themes of interiority, character and 

networks play out across our different specialisms, and we will consider the scholarly experience of using archival and 

rare-book materials at research libraries such as the Huntington. Profs Kevin Gilmartin (Caltech) and Fuson Wang 

(UC Riverside) will also join in the workshop discussion, which will draw in other early career scholars at the Library. 

 

Fiona, Harrie and Hannah are able to undertake research at the Huntington and organise the event thanks to a 

WRoCAH Large Award. Millie’s research at the Huntington is facilitated by the AHRC International Placement 

Scheme. The event represents a collaboration between York and the Huntington, and is part of an exciting exchange 

of ideas and practice that we hope offers a model for future events. 

Contributed by  

Millie Schurch,  

Department of English and Related Literature 

University of York 

 


