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Welcome! 
 

With the start of a new academic year it’s a great pleasure to extend a warm welcome to 

our third WRoCAH cohort. Many of our first cohort students have been away doing their 
Researcher Employability Projects (REPs) over the summer months, and our second cohort 

are starting to plan their REPs which will take place during 2017. Seventy students from the 

first cohort have now had their REPs approved, with 61 partner organisations in over 19 

countries, and 41 have been completed as of the end of September.   

 

The REPs were a key feature of the original WRoCAH vision and the feedback we’ve 

received from both partners and students underlines their value. You can read some of it in 

this newsletter, which highlights some REP experiences. There is certainly no one-size-fits-all 

and projects are tailored to individual needs, ranging from running poetry and film festivals 

and helping stage museum and gallery exhibitions, to working with overseas academics to 

undertake a specific piece of research or develop a post-doc application. What they all have 

is common is that they offer a month away from the PhD, doing something completely 

different, but something that will contribute a range of new experiences and skills to career 

development. They provide a unique opportunity to spend a fully-funded month, sometimes 

in a far corner of the globe, doing something outside the PhD but which is tailored to your 

own career aspirations. The consistent feedback from the returning third years is “Be Bold”, 

and “Make the Most of it”. 

 

 



Researching Medieval Irish High Crosses, it 

was with quizzical brows and disconcerted 

tones of ‘Are you sure?’ which my 

insistence to study at York was met by 

family and friends. Having studied my MA 

here, in the History of Art Department, I 

knew what they didn’t; that the expertise 

of my supervisor is unrivalled, that the 

library at King’s Manor is an inspirational 

other-world of historical wonder and that 

WRoCAH would provide me with 

academic and career-focused training and 

opportunities about which students at 

other institutions can only dream. Indeed 

already, I have been able to visit archives 

and attend workshops around the country 

with WRoCAH support – and I’m only in 

Week 3!  

I am excited to be finally embarking on my PhD 

research. Through my focus on the so-called 

‘Northern Group’ of High Crosses, it is my aim 

to investigate each carved artefact in terms of 

its historical context, iconographic programme 

and theological significance before considering 

these findings together to discover what, if 

anything about them, other than their being 

situated on a particular side of a modern geo-

political border, makes them a ‘Group.’ 

Although any of you who have seen me carting 

around a stack of books on social anthropology 

will have noted my expression as one 

combining bemusement and befuddlement as I 

stumble through the first, of what I imagine will 

be many, unforeseen yet interesting research 

tangents! 

Student Profile– Megan Henvey (2016 Cohort) 
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Student Profile— Ben Lewis (2015 Cohort) 

 

Contributed by  

Ben Lewis, Germanic  

Studies, University of  

Sheffield 

Contributed by  

Megan Henvey,  

Department of History of 

Art, University of York 

Student Profile— Fiona Keenan (2014 Cohort) 

Contributed by  

Fiona Keenan, Department 

of Theatre, Film and 

Teleivsion, University of 

York 

My research aims to provide a 

comprehensive analysis of the political 

thought of the German intellectual Oswald 

Spengler (1880–1936) and its contribution 

to the discourse, in the fifteen years 

preceding Hitler’s seizure of power, 

regarding the perceived shortcomings of 

the Weimar Republic. Specifically, the 

project focuses on Spengler’s 

understanding of socio-political change and 

transformation, assessing whether his use 

of the phrase “the decline of the West” 

implies the end of Western civilisation or 

indicates a desire for a fresh beginning. In 

so doing, my research analyses Spengler’s 

conception of the political economy of 

decline; his attitude towards democracy,  

modern political parties and the state; and, 

finally, his attempt to chart a distinct political 

course – ‘beyond the decline of the West’ – 

between Marxism and National Socialism. 

 

I am now one year into my research. I have 

been able to immerse myself within the 

secondary literature on Spengler and his 

work and have re-acquainted myself with the 

socio-economic climate of the Weimar 

Republic by reading numerous books and 

periodicals/newspapers from the time. In 

addition to Der Untergang des Abendlandes, I 

have now read all of Spengler’s major political 

writings. All this puts me in a strong position 

to complete my literature review. 

I started my PhD at the Department of 

Theatre, Film, Television and Interactive 

Media at York in October 2014. My 

research focuses on the historical discipline 

of sound effects design for theatre, and 

how the work of historical practitioners in 

this field can help with the design of 

interactions with sound in the digital realm 

today. The project is interdisciplinary and 

requires a lot of practical design work. 

WRoCAH has helped me hugely with this 

by funding training in 2D and 3D design 

software and woodwork, which allowed 

me to build my own theatre wind machine. 

The wind machine has become a central 

part of my research and will be used in 

some user experiments soon. I’m halfway 

through my second year of the PhD now after 

taking a leave of absence for six months to 

take up a full-time lecturing post in my 

department. WRoCAH were very supportive 

in helping me to take time out and get the 

right paperwork completed to put the PhD, 

and my REP placement, on hold for a while. 

This year, I received funding through the 

WRoCAH Small Awards scheme to 

participate in a doctoral colloquium, and to do 

some primary data gathering, which were both 

really useful in getting my research back on 

track. My project has moved on a lot since my 

first year, and I am a lot better at planning and 

checking in with my progress. I’m looking 

forward to my REP placement and the next 

phase of work!  
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Contributed by  

Michael Samuel, 2014 Cohort, 
White Rose Network Student, 

University of Leeds 

My REP Experience — Michael Samuel, University of Leeds 

 
REP Title: Co-editor – True Detective: Critical Essays on the HBO series 

Location  John Jay College, CUNY, New York 

Dates:   May 2016 

Along with Professor Scott F. Stoddart at John Jay College, 

CUNY, New York, I worked as a co-editor on an edited 

collection based on HBO series True Detective. As part of my 

REP, I assumed a multitude of editorial duties – from reading 

and providing feedback to the critics who submitted chapters, 

as well as making crucial decisions regarding the structure of 

the collection. Once the collection order was agreed, we 

worked on producing a prospectus, to present to possible 

publishers. It is impossible to summarise the overwhelmingly 

positive experience that living and working in New York over 

a summer, living in Midtown and experiencing (outside of 

working hours of course) all that New York has to offer 

culturally, such as Brooklyn Brewery, Broadway, film 

premieres and comedy theatre. But in short the entire 

experience was rich and valuable – especially considering that I 

have an interest in publishing. Other elements that I enjoyed 

include negotiating content (what goes into the book, and 

what doesn’t), working with authors, and technically putting 

together a manuscript, and physically printing and seeing your 

work as a tangible outcome. An outcome of this experience 

was new connections, and developing existing ones, as well as 

experiencing the US higher education system, which, though it 

is more infuriating that the UK system (in terms of levels of 

bureaucracy) is certainly an environment I’d like to return to, 

given the chance.  

REP Advice from students who have done them! 

Make it a way to reflect on 

what you want to do after 

your PhD, to build up a 

strategy on this and to 

gather contacts. 

Don’t underestimate 

your usefulness to 

the partner 

organisation. 

Be specific about how much 

work is involved and what 

the time frame will be.  It is 

too easy to get carried 

away! 

 

DREAM BIG!! 

Ask lots of questions, 

get stuck in and have 

a go at everything. 



www.wrocah.ac.uk 

 

Telephone: 01904 328132 
email: office@wrocah.ac.uk 

@WRoCAH 
www.facebook.com/wrocah 

WRoCAH Events 2016/17 

WRoCAH organised Events and Training* 
 

 

20 October   WRoCAH Student Led Conference, in York 

 

 

17 November  WRoCAH Putting your Training Plan to work day for 2016 Cohort, in Leeds 

   
 

14 December WRoCAH Colloquium 2: Who With? Working with External   

   Partners, for 2015 Cohort, in York 

 

 

19 January *  WRoCAH and White Rose Libraries Research Data Management Training, in 

   York 

 

 

22 February  WRoCAH Colloquium 1: What Now? for 2016 Cohort, in Sheffield 

 

 

25/26 April*  British Universities Film and Video Council Course—Maximising Media  

   Resources in your Research, in York (two day event) 

 

 

10 May*  WRoCAH Getting Published in the Arts & Humanities, in York 

 

 

24/25 May   WRoCAH Colloquium 3: What Next? for 2014 Cohort, in Leeds (two day 

   event) 

 
* all starred events open to non-WRoCAH funded students, postdocs and staff  

WRoCAH Personnel 

Caryn Douglas 

Manager 

Clare Meadley 

Administrator 

Julian Richards 

Director  


